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About this Publication:

Acta Juridica is the University of Cape Town's Law Faculty's law journal, accredited by the DHET. It
is published annually as a single issue under the editorship of an issue editor, or issue editors,
and comprises commissioned articles on the theme for each year. In the issue, women's security
in political, economic and social terms is directly linked to the pervasive problem of violence
against women. Violence Against Women: Law, Policy and Practice seeks to understand this
particular form of human rights violation, by situating violence against women in its historical,
political, socio-economic and legal context in South Africa. Whether in the private or public
spheres, violence against women prevents women from realising a broad range of human rights
that are central to full, inclusive and participatory citizenship. The authors of this volume reflect
on the many forms of violence against women, the applicable laws and policies, and the
challenges to effectively responding to this widespread violation of human rights. Their
contributions consider the role of law, policy and practice in relation to a broad range of themes
including sexual violence, violence against women at the margins of systems and societies, and
the impact on those who are working to defeat violence against women, whether as activists,
practitioners or scholars.
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