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About this Publication:

Certified local economic developers are the cornerstone of municipalities that want to grow their
economies and uplift the standard of living within communities in South Africa.

Both internationally and in South Africa, there is growing awareness that economic development
strategies are most effective when they are designed and implemented at a local level.

Local stakeholders are more familiar with the challenges and opportunities faced by the local
economy and community and are therefore best placed to design and implement successful
economic development strategies. For this reason, local economic development (LED) has
emerged as an approach to economic development that holds the potential to promote social
and economic development in a way that meets the basic needs of the poor and contributes to
the growth of local economies.

This book is the first of its kind in South Africa. Its purpose is to contribute to a shared conceptual
understanding of LED, provide guidelines on integrated LED planning and implementation, and
contribute to the increasing need for the professionalisation of those working in LED and related
sectors.

The content in this book is the result of 20 years of experience working with LED directorates in
municipalities and extensive consultation with key public and private LED stakeholders in South
Africa. The book is aligned to the competency requirements and continuous professional
development programmes of the Economic Development Council of South Africa (EDCSA), which
is the professional body for LED and other economic development professionals.
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Contents Include:

e Chapter 1: Introduction to local economic development

e Chapter 2: Strategic planning for local economic development

e Chapter 3: Data-driven decision-making for local economic development

e Chapter 4: Promoting local economic development through small business development
e Chapter 5: Investment promotion for local economic development

e Chapter 6: Business retention and expansion for local economic development
e Chapter 7: Industrial clusters

e Chapter 8: Public-private partnerships for local economic development

e Chapter 9: Promoting sustainable local development

e Chapter 10: Managing a local economic development directorate

e Self-assessment questions

Of Interest and Benefit to:

e South African tertiary institutions - departments of public administration, politics, planning,
sociology, geography, engineering and development studies

e Practitioners - senior politicians and officials in local government (councillors, officials in
municipalities), researchers on local government in academic institutions and NGOs - and donors

e The national/international research community

e Sector specialists, specialists in urban/rural studies, researchers in development studies and
specialists in southern African studies

e Libraries



