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About	this	Publication:

The	Centre	for	Comparative	Laws	in	Africa	held	its	inaugural	methodology	workshop	from	22	to
24	October	2012.	Over	40	scholars	from	various	universities	in	South	Africa,	Africa,	Europe	and
the	United	States	of	America	participated	in	plenary	and	panel	discussions	around	comparative
law	in	cultural,	interdisciplinary	and	subject	context,	Western	legal	traditions	and	mixed
jurisdictions	in	African	comparative	legal	studies,	traditional	and	informal	law	in	Africa,	religious
law	in	Africa	and	its	comparative	implications	and	the	role	of	African	comparative	legal	studies	in
the	development	of	law	in	Africa.
Comparative	Law	in	Africa:	Methodologies	and	Concepts	is	the	outcome	of	the	workshop.	Its	aim
is	to	contextualise	comparative	legal	studies	in	the	African	continent,	with	the	ultimate	goal	of
paving	the	way	for	the	development	of	a	comparative	methodology	specifically	addressed	to
Africa.	The	studies	presented	in	this	volume	offer	different	views	and	perspectives	around	the
main	theme	of	how	to	methodologically	approach	comparative	legal	studies	in	Africa,	and	how	to
properly	take	into	consideration	all	the	different	layers	composing	the	African	legal	systems,	in
order	to	give	them	the	proper	role	and	the	proper	place.
The	diverse	background	of	the	different	contributors	to	this	volume	enriches	its	continental
approach	and	offers	a	stimulating	voice	to	African	comparative	legal	scholars	to	continue	their
research.
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Of	Interest	and	Benefit	to:

International	and	national	scholars,	academics	and	practitioners	interested	in	legal	issues
pertaining	to	the	region.


