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About	this	Publication:

Law	and	Poverty:	Perspectives	from	South	Africa	and	Beyond	is	a	collection	of	essays	by	leading
South	African	and	international	experts,	as	well	as	emerging	young	scholars.	The	collection
focuses	on	key	theoretical	and	strategic	questions	concerning	the	relationship	between	law	and
systemic	poverty.	The	essays	were	first	presented	at	a	colloquium	on	Law	and	Poverty	organised
by	the	Stellenbosch	Law	Faculty,	which	took	place	from	29	to	31	May	2011.	The	range	and
richness	of	the	essays	illuminate	the	multifaceted	nature	and	causes	of	poverty,	as	well	as	the
possibility	and	limits	of	law	in	responding	to	the	social	injustice	which	poverty	represents.	By
engaging	with	these	questions,	the	book	aims	to	deepen	critical	reflection	and	debate	on	law’s
ability	to	respond	effectively	to	social	and	economic	marginalisation.	
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