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USING

LEARNIN
RESOUR(E

There are a number of resources at your disposal
at university. You should learn how to access
these resources and how to pick the correct and
appropriate information for assignments, research
and reports. It is important that you are able to
identify credible resources that are relevant to your
subject and to the topic that you are researching.
Examples of resources that are available to you:

- BOOKS

- PRINTED ACADEMIC
JOURNALS

- ONLINE JOURNALS

- NEWSPAPERS

- THE INTERNET

USING THE INTERNET AS A RESOURCE

Unlike the other resources the Internet can be
an unreliable source of information. Anyone can
create a website and add information which may
be incorrect or biased. Therefore it is important that
you are able to distinguish between credible sources
and unreliable ones.
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@ SELECTING RELEVANT INFORMATION

When you first begin to research a topic you usually start with your assigned
textbook or other reading material that the lecturer has provided. You read
through the topic in your initial material and pick out keywords that are
relevant to the topic or question that you need to research. Use these
keywords to find information in other resources. Look out for the following
keywords in your initial material:

e Important names
e Theories

e Concept headings
e Acronyms

e QOrganisations

TIP -

Also look for citations and references on the topic in your
textbook. These often lead to valuable material for your
research.

-,

The above keywords are a starting point only. You should
look for more keywords that are related to the specific
topic you are researching.

!
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@® TECHNIQUES TO USE WHEN SEEKING RELEVANT °
INFORMATION

If you have access to an online library system you can use keywords in
a search to find relevant books, journal articles and papers. This is a
quick way of finding the appropriate resources. When reading through
these resource materials you will need to do a further selection as the
information presented can be vast and overwhelming.

The following two techniques can be useful:

o Scanning
o Skimming
SCANNING

Scanning involves moving your eyes swiftly up and down and side to side
across the page, while looking for specific keywords. Do not read the
material or attempt to understand it, but simply scan for keywords. Also
look for the author’s use of ‘organisers’. Organisers include numbers,
letters, steps, or words such as ‘ first’, ‘second’, or ‘next’. Note words that
are in bold or italic. Once you have established whether the document
or section is relevant to your research, you can skim through it.

SKIMMING

Skimming is used once you have decided that the document will be
relevant to your research. You will then skim through sections that
contain certain phrases, ideas or concepts that you have identified with
your keyword search. Skimming should be done faster than when you
read through an entire document.




10 REASONS WHY
your essays are not getting
distinctions #WriteLikeAChamp

You started too late
with the assignment
ind/or research on the
topic.

Jot concise enough.
Don't say something in
14 words if you can say
itin7.

ntroduction and
conclusion are not
referring to the question.
i.e. your introduction can
contain a brief history or
statistics on the questions but
it means nothing if it does
not relate to your question.
Similarly, in your conclusion
you should ensure that you
answer the question posed in
your introduction.

Incorrect referencing.
i.e. your introduction can contain
a brief history or statistics on the
guestions but it means nothing if
it does not relate to your question.
Similarly, in your conclusion you
should ensure that you answer the
question posed in your introduction.




