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Key Links

Key Links encourages explicit teaching through engaging fi ction 
and nonfi ction texts.

 Easy-to-access prompts focus teacher–learner discussions to maximise teaching              
  opportunities. The lessons address all three curriculum strands of language, literacy  
 and literature. They give specifi c focus to active learner interaction. Learners are   
 expected to think and talk about what and how they read. 

 Learners are specifi cally taught processing skills, such as word recognition and sound
 and letter knowledge. They also explicitly discuss and use comprehension strategies
 right from the beginning. As they develop their reading skills, links between reading
 and writing are made more precise.

 Learners learn to read text, comprehend it, and learn from what they read.

What makes 
Key Links truely 

different for 
learners?

The books

fascinating non-fi ction titles 
engage readers.

excitement and add information 
about the book before reading.

and non-fi ction titles at each level.

The design

appeal to young, visually savvy 
learners. Features include speech 
bubbles, variety of fonts and design, 
and non-fi ction features.

Documentary-Style Non-Fiction

to beginning readers Key Links uses 
a documentary style.

experiences of animals or people 
are recounted to give students a 
more familiar story-like feel.

2

So?

How?

Why?

What makes Key Links truely 
different for teachers?
The Focus Panel provides practical 

6

7

PREVIEW/
VIEW
How does the illustration tell 

you something about what 

Momsy Miggins and KC might 

be thinking?

Read the page to yourself. 

Where there any words you 

���������	
������������	��	��

how to say?

Clarify –  stalked, twitching,  

drum roll.

What do you think is meant by 

‘royal tail’? Which words paint a 

picture in your head? How?

How do you know this was a 

big storm? Which words tell 

you?

What do you think made Papa 

�����KC could smell a storm’? 

How would you feel in a storm 

like this? Why?

What do you think 

might happen next?

Continue on PREVIEW/VIEW to 

page 17.

READING
REVIEW

How do you know it is a noun, 

verb or an adjective?

Turn to READING REVIEW on 

page 11.

WRITING
REVIEW
Find an example of 

����	��������	��

Turn to WRITING REVIEW on 

page 9.

Find – 

an adjective
a verb
a noun

�������	
�����

WRITERS 
TOOL BOX

is when an 
idea, object 

or animal are 

given traits 
of a person.

to use

8

9

PREVIEW/
VIEW
What do you think has happened? What makes you think that?
Read the pages to yourself. Were there any words you ���������	
������������of or how to say?
Clarify – �
���������
survive.
Were your predictions right about what would happen next?  Why? Why not?
How do you know Hugo �������������	��������������Find the words that make you think this.
What picture do you get in your head when you read … ‘The clouds slapped each other’?

What other words paint a picture for you?
Why do you think Momsy thought a royal cat like ���
	����������������������storm? What do you think might be a consequence of going out in the storm?

Continue on PREVIEW/VIEW to page 17.

WRITING 
REVIEW
Find an 
example of 
����	��������	��
Turn to WRITING REVIEW on page 11.

�������	
�����

WRITERS 
TOOL BOX

is when an 
idea, object 

or animal are 
given traits 
of a person.

There’s a 
monster 
on the wall!

The prompts focus on:
oral language – thinking and 
talking about text.
comprehension strategies – 
making meaning.
processing skills – unlocking the text
vocabulary and letter-sound 
relationships in context
reading fl uency
writing letters, words and word 
families

Today I talked o
n the phone to 

a man called Jon
es who I know 

sells rhino horns. I told him I 

wanted to 
buy a black rhino horn 

because I needed s
ome money.

I don’t lik
e pretend

ing to be
 a 

criminal and I
 feel terr

ible that 

another rhino could be kill
ed 

for its h
orns. But it is pr

obably 

the only way we will catch people 

like Jone
s.

Jones an
d other people

 like him 

might make a lot
 of money sell

ing 

rhino horns but if they are caught 

they could spend 
a long tim

e in jail. 

How stupid is that!

5 June

2

3

PREVIEW/
VIEW
Look at the top photograph.  

Which person do you think 

is the detective? Why do you 

think that? Look at the photo 

of the rhino. The rhino horn 

is worth a lot of money. 

People use the horn to make 

medicine. Why do you think 

this is not good? Why do you 

think the doodles are there?

Read the page to yourself. 

Who is telling the story? Who 

�	��	�������������
������

Were there any words you 

���������	
������������	��

or how to say? What clues 

can you use to work out the 

meaning of a word you do 

not know? 

Clarify – criminal, pretending.

How was this detective 

pretending to be a criminal? 

�����	��	������������	������

like pretending to be a 

criminal? How do you know 

�����
�����	��!������������!�����

rhino killed? Find the words 

that make you know this.

Continue on PREVIEW/VIEW 

to page 17.

WRITING 
REVIEW
A diary records thoughts 

and feelings. What are some 

	��������������������	������

here?

A diary can be written as 

though the person writing it 

is talking to someone. Which 

sentences on this page make 

it seem like the writer is 

talking to someone? 

Turn to WRITING REVIEW on 

page 7.

WRITERS 
TOOL BOX

Diary

The prompts for non-fi ction titles 
focus students on:

clarifying and building vocabulary

making connections
forming opinions
making inferences
comparing and contrasting 
posing questions
summarising

 
and meet the needs of the new 



Shared Reading

Guided Reading
Levelled fi ction and nonfi ction
Scaffolded skills, strategies and processes
Opportunities for explicit teaching through 
prompts for speaking, listening, reading 
and writing

Then one day Dad said,
“We’re having a V.I.P. for dinner.”
We asked him what a V.I.P. was 
and he said, “Wait and see.”

I thought it must be someone 
famous, so I put on my best 
clothes.

After that, when we went to 
Dad’s place we were in the 
kitchen. He was always cooking 
something new.

14 15

PREVIEW/
VIEW
What do you think is 
happening here?

Read the pages to yourself.
Were there any words you 
���������	
������������	��
or how to say?
Clarify –  famous
 V.I.P.
What does V.I.P. stand for?
Who do you know that is a 
V.I.P.?
"	
������������	������
people treated?
Who do you think the V.I.P. 
�	�����	�#������������	����
be?
"	
��	��	����	
�#����������
likes cooking now?
Find the words that help you 
know this.
How do you think the kids 
feel?
�����������	�������������
Read the words that give you 
a clue.
Continue on PREVIEW/VIEW 
to page 17.

$%&#'()�
REVIEW

V.I.P. is an abbreviation.
What other words do you 
know that are abbreviations?
Write the words �����
�����. 
Make a circle around the 
apostrophe. What does it tell 
you?
*�����	��$'*'()�$%+'%��	��
page 3.

abbreviation
apostrophe

The Moken people were born on 
the sea and that is where they spend 
most of their lives. They know all about 
the sea and the creatures that live in 
it. They have learnt to read the wind 
and the waves and know how to keep 
themselves safe.

Over the years many stories and legends 
have been told about the sea. The 
Moken people know these stories well.

The Moken people are nomads. They 
don’t live in the same place all the time.

These people are spear fi shing 
out of a dug-out canoe. 

4 5

PREVIEW/
VIEW
What do you think 
is happening in this 
photograph? Have you ever 
!�����������������������	��
�����	���������������$����
the heading. What do you 
think is meant by ‘Home on 
the Sea’?
Read the page and the 
caption. Were there any 

	�����	�����������	
�����
meaning of or how to say? 
Clarify - legends.

What do you think it means 
by – ‘they learnt to read 
the wind and the waves’?
Why do you think that this 
skill is important to them?
What legends do you 
know? Why do you think 
Moken people know 
legends about the sea?
Continue on PREVIEW/VIEW 
to page 17.

WRITING 
REVIEW
Informational 
reports include 
facts.
Find two important facts 
on this page.
Turn to WRITING REVIEW 
on page 17.

WRITERS 
TOOL BOX

Report
Facts

3

the SeaTh
e Call of

Th
e Call of 

the Sea

Written by Jill Eggleton

7/10/12   9:34:30 AM

Da
d’s Place

Da
d’s Place

Written by Jill Eggleton

Illustrated by Raymond McGrath

7/10/12   12:01:58 P

Paired Activities

language and reinforce comprehension

encourages learners to develop their critical 
thinking skills and expand their horizons

Glossary

Off came feathers,off came hair, 

in the air!

Baboon went . . .Slap! Slap! Slap!

So Eagle went . . .Snap! Snap! Snap!

12

13

Written by Jill Eggleton

Illustrated by Richard Hoit

Ba
boon’s

Ba
boon’s

Nest

Teacher’s Tool Box

phase include classroom organisation 
and independent Learning Centre ideas 
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Early (Yellow)

Jake’s 

Job

Big 
Dinosaur

Under 

the Ice

Changing 

Colours

Robot 

Crab

Living in 

Space

The Tall 

Tree

It Started 

With a Plant

Super 

Dog

Going 

Up

Big Bull
Cool Sails

Teachers’ 

Tool Box

Octopus 

is a Friend

Smoke 

Jumpers Help

Greedy 

Rabbit

Going 

Under

Crazy Cat 

Helps Out

The King’s 

Ride

Hippo’s 

Egg

Cat and 

Fish

Animal 

Fathers

The Aliens 

Go Shopping

Octopus 

Mothers

TJ’s Car

����0�����*���������*		��2	4�5�6	������	��8����
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The physical environment will determine the size and number of learning centres 

that can be established.

However, if the space is limited many of the ideas can be housed in boxes called 

‘Mobile Motivators’.

����0�����*���������*		��2	4�5�)�����: 19

Provide a  Learning Centre task board (example below). Colour coding the pockets 

is a good idea to indicate the different centres. Write each learner’s name on a 

card and have them draw themselves. Rotate the names (vertically) each day. It is 

suggested that learners stay at one centre for the duration of the reading block and 

move as individuals, not in a group. Some suggested  activities for these centres are 

recorded below.

An example of a Learning Centre Task Board. 

Where are you going today?

Handwriting 
Centre

Handwriting 
Centre

Design Centre

Mike

Design Centre

Speaking and 
Listening Centre

Speaking and 
Listening Centre

Science Centre

Shared Books
Centre

Poetry Centre Poetry Centre

Sue

Shared Books
Centre

Liz

Word and 
Letter Centre

Word and 
Letter Centre

Word and 
Letter Centre

Jack

Word and 
Letter Centre

Library Centre Library Centre Library CentreLibrary Centre

Writing Centre Writing Centre
Computer 

Centre
Computer 

Centre

Science Centre

����0�����*���������*		��2	4�5�)�����;
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Practising High–frequency Words
Provide a variety of material, eg. coloured pens, magazines, scrabble letters, 

magnetic letters, upper and lowercase letters on cards, play dough. Place high-

frequency words (appropriate to Green Level) on cards.

Learners select a high-frequency word and use any of the above material to  

formulate the word,  on either paper, card, fl oor or magnetic board or write them  in 

their ‘Learning Centre Scrapbook’.
Singular and Plural

Singular/Plural. 

Prepare cards with words that can be sorted into 

each category. Learners can fi nd words in magazines or newspapers, 

cut these out and make their own singular/plural 

chart.

Word Family HousesCut out several house shapes.
Make word cards using word families.Learners can place the words into the appropriate 

house.
eat

beat

seat
wheat

meat

heat

could
who

just
before

think
everyone

Singular Plural

fl ies

fl y

foot

horses

glass

glasses

horse

wolf

feet wolves

   levels

Specifi cally model language, literature, literacy 
       skills and strategies in context

Activities

to reading success 



    Scaffolded imaginative 

Magenta to Green

 fi ction and non-fi ction titles engage beginning readers in carefully-
crafted texts. They provide rich opportunities for developing early understandings
of language, literacy and literature concepts, skills and strategies.

 To get the most out of each title, there is an easy-to-access Focus Panel on each page. 

4

Magenta - Emergent

Green

Magenta

Yellow

The sun
in the s

Day

14

I  am a robot.

No arms!

eyes

leg

foot

head

A Robot Blueprint PREVIEW

VIEW

REVIEW

Which robot is 
standing on the ledge 
now?
Look at the robot 
blueprint.
Look at the new robot.
What do you think it is 
saying?

0		���������������
word.
What do you notice?
How will we read it?
Read the sentence.

Read the labels.
What is missing on this 
robot?
Read the speech 
bubble.

Do you think a robot 
needs arms? Why? Why 
not?

4 5

This is a seed. 
It is on this plant.

A seed has no wings to fly.
It has no feet to walk.

But now the seed is here.

2

11 22 33 44 55 66 7

11 22 33 44 55 6 77

11 22 33 44 5 66 77

111 222 333 4 555 666 777

111 222 3 444 555 666 777

11 2 33 44 55 66 77

1 22 33 44 55 66 77
Retell the story
Retell the story

16

Index

animals .......14

bird .............
. 6

explosion ....14

people ........14

sun .............
.. 8

water ...........1
0

wind .............
4

16

     
and

 

sequence retell

How?

and 

Yellow titles, the Focus 
Panel invites learners to:

retelling.



PREVIEW
What are the aliens 
doing now? Are they 
having fun? How can 
you tell? What do you 
think the shopkeeper 
might do now?

VIEW
Read the 
pages.
Would there have been 
any apples left in the 
box when the aliens 
��������������"	
��	�
you know? 
Find the sentence that 
tells you

The  supports 
parents and ensures to ensure 

if books are taken home.

PREVIEW/
VIEW
What is happening now?

What do you think a 
problem might be? How 
do the boy and Dad 
feel? Why do you think 
they feel like this?

Read the 
pages aloud
together. 
Use the punctuation and 
other clue to help you 
read with expression.

Which word tells you a 
sound? What does �
�� 
mean? What can make 
�������@����

5

texts for beginning readers

The Focus Panel provides prompts 
to encourage oral interaction 
between the teacher and learners,
and learners in pairs.

Learners are encouraged to:

Through expressing their ideas, 
learners are actively involved 
in developing:

    and organisation

    knowledge

Green - Early

Yellow - Early

The aliens saw some apples.

“Bla! Bla! Bla!” 
they said and they 
kicked all the apples 
out of the box.

Wow! 
Look at al l  the 
l i t t le moon 
rocks!

PREVIEW
What are the aliens 
doing now? Are they 
having fun? How can 
you tell? What do you 
think the shopkeeper 
might do now?

REVIEW
Write the 
word all. Write it 
again and again.
Add a letter to the 
start of the word to 
make a new word. How 
many other words can 
you write with _all?
Put the two letters 
(blend) sm in front. 
What word have you 
written?

VIEW
Read the 
pages.
Would there have been 
any apples left in the 
box when the aliens 
��������������"	
��	�
you know? 
Find the sentence that 
tells you.
Find the words that tell 
you.

6 7

The rabbit is 
under the ground.

The snake is 
under a rock.

The lizard is 
under a rock.

PREVIEW

VIEW

What do you 
notice now in the 
photographs?
Why are the animals 
back in these places?

Read the 
sentences.
How do we know it is 
daytime?
Find the sentence that 
tells you.

n is 
sky.

REVIEW
These animals live in 
the desert and they 
�	���<�����������������
the day and the night. 
What do you do at 
night? What do you do 
in the day? Are they 
the same things or 
��<������������

15

PREVIEW
What do you 
know about seeds? 
What helps to make 
seeds grow? Can 
seeds move? Why do 
you think that?  What 
can you see in this 
photograph? What do 
you think the arrow 
might be showing you?

VIEW
Read the page. 
������	�������������
have? Find the words 
that tell you.

����������	�������
interesting about this 
information? Read the 
sentence.
How do you think the 
seed got there?

REVIEW
Which words 
are plural? (wings, 
feet)
Write the word wings. 
Write the word that 
makes it just one. 
(singular)
Write the word feet. 
Now write the word 
that makes it just one.
����������<��������!	���
the word foot?

3

Then Uncle Al got one of 

his good ideas.

He tied the tent to his old truck!

PREVIEW/
VIEW
What is happening now?

What do you think a 
problem might be? How 
do the boy and Dad 
feel? Why do you think 
they feel like this?

Read the 
pages aloud
together. 
Use the punctuation and 
other clue to help you 
read with expression.

Which word tells you a 
sound? What does �
�� 
mean? What can make 
�������@����

#	��	��������B�����&����
idea was a good one? 
Why or why not?

I’ll tie this here.

In the night, there was 

a big wind.

The tent went . . . 

flap!  flap!  flap!

“I will have to tie it

down,” said Uncle Al.

“But how? There’s nowhere 

to tie it.”
What’s he 
up to now?

8 9



Day and Night in 

the Desert

978-0-7021-9028-5 

Brown Bear 

978-0-7021-9035-3

No Cat

978-0-7021-9022-3

The Turtle’s Journey 

978-0-7021-9029-2 

Big Gorilla 

978-0-7021-9036-0

Lucky Seal 

978-0-7021-9026-1

Hide and Seek 

978-0-7021-9033-9 

Hungry Fox 

978-0-7021-9034-6

 Look! No Tail 

978-0-7021-9027-8 

Dad’s Boot 

978-0-7021-9024-7

Caterpillar, Caterpillar

978-0-7021-9031-5

Key Links

I am a Robot

978-0-7021-9003-2

What Next?

978-0-7021-9004-9 

Sleeping Animals

978-0-7021-9005-6

Racing

978-0-7021-9006-3

What is Long

978-0-7021-9007-0

Whiskers 

978-0-7021-9008-7

A Place to Live

978-0-7021-9010-0

Where can they Live?

978-0-7021-9011-7

Wheels

978-0-7021-9012-4

Kind Bird 

978-0-7021-9013-1

Night in the Garden 

978-0-7021-9014-8

Dinner for Baby

978-0-7021-9015-5

Monkey Fun

978-0-7021-9002-5

No Bones 

978-0-7021-9009-4

Look at the Web

978-0-7021-9016-2 

Go Mouse

978-0-7021-9017-9

Racing Cars 

978-0-7021-9023-0

Crazy Cat

978-0-7021-9030-8

A Crocodile Mother 

978-0-7021-9037-7 

The Kings Pants 

978-0-7021-9018-6

I am Wet

978-0-7021-9019-3

Tricky Tiger 

978-0-7021-9020-9

Look Bee! 

978-0-7021-9021-6 
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Rabbit and the Frog 

978-0-7021-9025-4

No Kings in the Kitchen 

978-0-7021-9032-2

Where is Dad? 

978-0-7021-9040-7

Sailor Sid is Sick

978-0-7021-9041-4

Where are the Bats? 

978-0-7021-9042-1 

Frogs in the Pool 

978-0-7021-9038-4

Down at the Waterhole 

978-0-7021-9044-5 

Food for Zebras 

978-0-7021-9043-8 

Tricky Goose 

978-0-7021-9039-1

Helicopters Help 

978-0-7021-9045-2

Key Links Grade 1 

Teachers Tool Box

978-0-7021-9155-8

Key Links Grade 1 

Teachers Tool Box

978-0-7021-9155-8



Greedy Rabbit 

978-0-7021-9047-6

Crazy Cat Helps Out 

978-0-7021-9048-3

Hippo’s Egg 

978-0-7021-9049-0 

Octopus is a Friend

978-0-7021-9046-9

Animal Fathers

978-0-7021-9050-6

Octopus Mothers 

978-0-7021-9051-3

Smoke Jumpers Help 

978-0-7021-9052-0 

The King’s Ride 

978-0-7021-9054-4 

Going Under

978-0-7021-9053-7 

Cat and Fish 

978-0-7021-9055-1

Aliens Go Shopping 

978-0-7021-9056-8

TJ’s Car 

978-0-7021-9057-5 

Tall Tree 

978-0-7021-9058-2

It Started with a Plant

978-0-7021-9059-9

Super Dog

978-0-7021-9060-5

Going Up 

978-0-7021-9061-2

Big Bull 

978-0-7021-9062-9

Cool Sails 

978-0-7021-9063-6 

Jake’s Job 

978-0-7021-9064-3 

Big Dinosaur 

978-0-7021-9065-0 

Under the Ice

978-0-7021-9066-7

Changing Colours

978-0-7021-9067-4

Robot Crab 

978-0-7021-9068-1

Living in Space 

978-0-7021-9069-8 
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Big Bull Gets Bored 

978-0-7021-9078-0

Lazy Lily 

978-0-7021-9079-7

A Handy Horse 

978-0-7021-9083-4

Living in a Cave 

978-0-7021-9082-7

Moving Elephants 

978-0-7021-9077-3 

A Big Earthquake 

978-0-7021-9085-8 

Moving Seeds 

978-0-7021-9084-1 

Mrs Spatt and Spider 

978-0-7021-9080-3

Tricera’s Lesson

978-0-7021-9081-0

In a Nutshell 

978-0-7021-9076-6 

Baby Bonobos Alone

978-0-7021-9074-2

Dolphins to

 the Rescue 

978-0-7021-9075-9

Robber Cat 

978-0-7021-9072-8

Sailor Sid is Clever 

978-0-7021-9073-5 

Saving Shark 

978-0-7021-9071-1 

Tricky Aliens

978-0-7021-9070-4 

Battle to Breath 

978-0-7021-9100-8

Moon Mouse 

978-0-7021-9095-7

Mr Rooster

978-0-7021-9096-4

Tilly’s Tantrum 

978-0-7021-9097-1 

KNUT a Pet or Not 

978-0-7021-9098-8 

Junk Raft Journey 

978-0-7021-9099-5 

A Snake Wrangler 

978-0-7021-9106-0 

I Dare You 

978-0-7021-9102-2 

Alien Trouble 

978-0-7021-9103-9

A Bag in the Jungle 

978-0-7021-9104-6 

Uncle Al 

978-0-7021-9105-3 

Bully Bugs 

978-0-7021-9107-7 

Spider Gets Jealous

978-0-7021-9094-0
A Real Tree House 

978-0-7021-9101-5

Up Pops a Mushroom

978-0-7021-9108-4 

Bug Hunters 

978-0-7021-9109-1

Cousin Kate 

978-0-7021-9110-7

Baxter 

978-0-7021-9111-4 

7

Key Links Grade 2 

Teachers Tool Box

978-0-7021-9156-5

Key Links Grade 3 

Teacher’s Tool Box

978-0-7021-9157-2  



Models for demonstrating concepts 

8

     and strategies, in context.

     the 

‘Shared reading 
is where the language beats its 

way through the book, inspires 
children and motivates them to 

want to read’  Jill Eggleton

There is a different focus for each day.

Day 1:    Comprehension

Day 3:
   Phonic Knowledge, Phonemic Awareness

Day 5:



Shared Reading 4

Shared Reading 1 Shared Reading 2

 of language, literature and literacy

9

Shared Reading 3

Baboon’s Nest 

978-0-7021-9130-5 

How Boring 

978-0-7021-9132-9

Bad Luck Duck 

978-0-7021-9131-2

Another Mother

978-0-7021-9136-7 

Cass and the 

Colour Robber 

978-0-7021-9137-4

Grumpy Rhino

978-0-7021-9139-8

The Enormous

Gynormous Hole

978-0-7021-91497

Otis O’Doodle

978-0-7021-9152-7

Super Squid

978-0-7021-9153-4

The Cantankerous Camel

978-0-7021-9148-0 

Lily O’Lee 

978-0-7021-9150-3

Monsters are Baloney 

978-0-7021-9151-0

Shoo Fly 

978-0-7021-9134-3

Monkey’s Mistake

978-0-7021-9146-6

Harry McFarr’s 

Cluncky Car

978-0-7021-9145-9 

The King and the 

Windy Day

978-0-7021-9135-0 

Fish Head Soup

978-0-7021-9144-2

Suzee Sing Special Spy 

978-0-7021-9147-3

Mice in the Kitchen 

978-0-7021-9133-6 

Bat is a Bat 

978-0-7021-9142-8 

Bunyip in the Billibong

978-0-7021-9143-5 

Mrs McFee 

978-0-7021-9140-4 

Pirate Polly 

978-0-7021-9141-1

Coco the Ratty Tatty Cat

978-0-7021-9138-1



well-crafted writing, students are provided literature-quality narratives. The focus panel prompts discussion about:

  At the Fluency level, Key Links presents titles 
These titles then become a source of discussion and models 

At the Fluency levels you will find
�

�
�

Narrative Personal Narrative

Sunday was the day we went to 
visit Pop in the old red building. 
I didn’t like to see Pop there. 
When Pop lived in his own 
house, he was always laughing 
and playing tricks. But now, he 
never played tricks and his eyes 
were sad like a lost puppy. 

2 3

PREVIEW/
VIEW
Where do you think this 
family is?
What do you think they are 
doing?
What could you say about 
them?
Read the page to yourself.
Were there any words you 
���������	
������������	��
or how to say? What clues 
can you use to work out the 
meaning of a word you do 
not know?
Why do you think Pop is sad 
now?
How do you know the boy 
cares about Pop?
Look at the illustration. How 
has the illustrator shown this?
Find the words that make 
you think that.
What picture do you get in 
your head when you read … 
his eyes were sad like a lost 
puppy?
Continue on PREVIEW/VIEW 
to page 17.

WRITING 
REVIEW
Personal recounts have an 
introduction to the story. 
The introduction can tell the 
reader:
Who, When, Where, What? 
Look at the introduction. 
������	�������������	�������

Writers can use 
words to paint 
a picture for the 
reader.
Find the simile.
What two things 
are compared? 
What other things could you 
�	�����8	���������
����
Turn to WRITING REVIEW on 
page 11.

   Simile
a comparison 

between 2 
things using

like or as

WRITERS 
TOOL BOX

12 13

PREVIEW/
VIEW
What clues does the illustrator 
give to show that it is really 
windy? What do you think they 
are doing here?

Read the pages to yourself. Were 
����������
	�����	�����������	
�
the meaning of or how to say?

Clarify – gust, torpedo.

#	��	��������8������������	�
rescue KC was a good one? 
Why? Why not?

�����
	������������� �̂������
and uncomfortable for Momsy, 
Papa and Hugo? Find the words 
that make you think this.

Which words paint a picture in 
your head? How?

Which word gives you a clue 
��������
��������������!������

�����












��
��
What papa       What happens  
did.                 because of this.

Papa pulled      ?
down the branch. 

What do you think has 
happened? Why do you think 
that?

Interview one of the 
characters: one person 
be a character, the 
other the interviewer.

Continue on PREVIEW/VIEW to 
page 17.

WRITING
REVIEW
Find the simile. 
What two things were 
compared? Look through the 
�����	������!		���	�������	��
other examples of similies.

Find the metaphor. What two 
things are compared? 

Turn to WRITING REVIEW 
on page 17.

   Simile

Metaphor

WRITERS 
TOOL BOX

10

Key Links

Think of a story idea to write your NARRATIVE about.Make a rocket graphic like this to help you with your planning.

INDEPENDENT ACTIVITY GRAPHIC

Title: 

Introduction:
Who?
Where?
When?

Problem/s:

Solution/s:

20

A NARRATIVE IDEA

Paired Activity

RETELL: A story I have read or heard

1. Think about the story. What is the title?

2. Begin to retell the story to a partner. 
In the beginning make sure you tell: 

who the characters are
where the story is set
when the story happened.

3. Tell your partner what happened in the 
order it happened.

4. Make sure you tell your partner what the 
problem or problems were and how they 
were solved. 

5. Get your partner to fi nd out more by 
asking questions: How, Why, Where, 
When, Who, What?

The story is called Alien Cat. One 
day a cat from space arrived into 
�����������	
����
���������
itself at home. They already had 
�������������������
�����
����
���

���������������������������
������������������
�

Independent Activity

Writing a NARRATIVE.

A NARRATIVE has:

1. An INTRODUCTION:

The introduction tells the reader
 WHO the story is about
 WHERE the story is set
 WHEN the story happened.

2. A PROBLEM:

The problem tells the reader
the events of the story and the problems the main 
characters face
what the characters do about the problem.

3. A SOLUTION:

The solution tells the reader
how the problem is solved.

What did the 
cat do to show 
����
������
���

18 19



At the earlier levels of Key Links
For the developing readers at the Fluency level, more conventional informative text-types are used, such 

Turquoise — Gold (RR 15-22)

that are explicit models of specifi c text-types. 
for writing for imaginative, informative and persuasive texts.

Explanations

Space camp is a camp for kids on Earth. 
It is a camp to get young people excited 
about space, science and mathematics. 

For a week, campers get to fl y a space 
shuttle, build and launch a model rocket, 
and eat space food. They also get to 
meet an astronaut. Not only that, they get 
to train like one, too.

The campers fi nd out how an astronaut’s 
space suit and helmet stop the astronaut 
from freezing or frying in space. They 
even discover that astronauts wear a 
nappy under their suit during space walks!

What is Space Camp?

Space camp is for 
kids 7-18 years old.  
The campers get to 
try on space suits 
and helmets. They 
discover the suits are 
very heavy.

2 3

PREVIEW/
VIEW
Look at the photographs. 
What do you think the 
kids in the photograph 
are doing? How does the 
photograph show that the 
kids are interested?
Read the heading. What 
information do you think 
�	��
���������	�������������
Have you ever been on a 
camp? What kinds of things
did you do there? What do 
you think space camp is?
Read the page and the 
caption to yourself. Were 
����������
	�����	���������
know the meaning of or 
how to say? What clues can
you use to work out the 
meaning of a word you do 
not know? 
Clarify – discover, launch.

Were you right in your 
predictions about what you

	���������	���������"	
��
Would you like to go to this
camp? Why? What would 
interest you the most? Why 
do you think space suits 
might be heavy? Why do 
you think astronauts have 
to wear a nappy on moon 
walks?
Continue on PREVIEW/VIEW
to page 17. 

WRITING 
REVIEW
Informational 
reports have an 
introduction to the topic. 
Find the introduction. What
does it tell you?
Turn to WRITING REVIEW 
on page 5.

WRITERS 
TOOL BOX

Report
Introduction

Why Designs Are Different

Bridge designs are different because 
they are built for different places and 
reasons.

One of the most common bridge 
designs is the beam bridge. This kind of 
bridge is good for crossing small gaps. 
It is also the cheapest kind of bridge 
to build. With this design, one or more 
beams are supported at each end of the 
bridge.

Long beam bridges also have supports 
in the middle to help hold them up. 

Many highway bridges use the beam 
design.

beam bridge

arch bridge

suspension bridge

cable-stayed bridge
a beam bridge

10 11

PREVIEW/
VIEW
Look at the photograph. 
����������<��������!	���
�����!�������	�������	�
����	�������$	����!������
0		������������������
������	��	���	�������������
��<��������!	��������	���	�
������!�������
$����������!����������	�
�	������������!�����������
������������������������
	��������!�������������	��
!����	��
$���������������������
�	��	��������������������
��<�������
Read the page with 
�����������B�������
���������	���	�������	��
�����
�����4������	�������
����������
	�����	��������
��	
������������	��	��
�	
��	������
��������5�supported, beam
����������	������������
�	������
	���!���
�����	��	������������
!���!�����������!������
��������������	��!�������	�
!�����

11

Descriptions may be imaginative or informative and are often parts of other texts, such as 
narratives or factual texts. They are rich in vocabulary and imagery.
Key Links makes a special feature of Descriptions so students have explicit experience with the rich 
language used in them.
The Key Links texts describe

Descriptions

The water rolls in to lick the sand with its 
frothy tongue. Then out it goes again as 
if sucked by a giant vacuum cleaner.

At the water’s edge lie lumps of slimy 
seaweed – a gift from the sea.

A fi sh skeleton lies on the sand and the 
seabirds swoop down to peck at the juicy 
bones. They squawk loudly and grab and 
snatch. They pull and tug – fi ghting for 
even a crumb.

A crab scuttles along, looking for a rock 
to hide under, away from the squabbling 
sea birds.

A Lone Beach

8 9

PREVIEW/
VIEW
Look at the photograph. 
How might you describe 
this place? Have you ever 
been to a beach? What 
words might you use to 
describe what you saw, 
heard, felt, touched?
Read the heading. Why do 
you think this is called a 
lone beach? 
Read the page to yourself. 
Were there any words you 
���������	
������������
of or how to say?
Clarify – frothy, slimy, 
seaweed, squabbling.

What other word could 
have been used instead of 
squabbling?
What do you think is 
meant by – ‘a gift of the 
sea’? What do you think is 
meant by – ‘as if sucked by
a giant vacuum cleaner’? 
How would you describe 
the tide going out? What 
words describe how the 
seabirds act?
Which words in this 
description paint the best 
picture for you? What do 
you have to imagine from 
this description?
Continue on PREVIEW/VIEW
to page 17.

WRITING 
REVIEW
Look at this 
page and 
through the rest of the 
book. Find an example of 
a simile, metaphor and 
����	��������	����	�����	��
change them to make a 
��<��������	�����	��

   Simile

�������	
�����

WRITERS 
TOOL BOX

A DESCRIPTION: Talking Topics – A Place

Paired Activity

Ideas

in a tunnel

in the school playground
on a 
mountain

at an adventure park

at the 
shopping 
mall

1.  Choose a topic to give a description about 
what you see, feel and hear in this place.2.  Tell your partner: 

what the place looks like 

3. Get your partner to find out more about 
your place by asking questions. 
They can use: How, Why, Where, When, 
Who, What?

Independent Activity

Why did you say 
������������

�
was like a cloud?

The queues of people waiting for the death valley ride stretch like a snake around the adventure park. There are shouts of excitement and screams of fear as people twirl around in the sky in small buckets. Kids are everywhere, rushing from one ride to the next, eating ice creams and �����
�������!���������

�

Write a DESCRIPTION of what 
you see, feel and hear in 
a place:

1. Choose a place you know to write about.
2. Make a list of words that describe what it is like and 

what could be happening there. Use the mountain 
graphic organiser to help you with your planning.

3. Use the words in your graphic organiser to write a 
description that paints the best picture for the reader. 
Remember to add similes and metaphors to help the 
reader imagine what you are describing.

18

19
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Diaries are sequential recounts of events. There may not be a problem and resolution.

Diaries

2 3

PREVIEW/
VIEW
Why do you think the kids are 
acting like they are? 
Do you think they know the 
person in the car?
Why do you think that?
Read the page to yourself.
Who is telling the story?
Were there any words you 
���������	
������������	��	��
how to say?
What clues can you use to work 
	��������������	����
	����	��
do not know? 
Clarify – embarrassing
 porcupine.
What did Dylan think was 
�!���������������
Have you ever felt 
�!��������������
#	��	��������#������	�������
z���z��	�����������
����
a porcupine is a good 
description? Why? Why not?
������	�����	�������!	���z���
z��	����������	�������
Continue on PREVIEW/VIEW to 
page 17.

WRITING
REVIEW
A diary records thoughts and 
feelings.
����������	��	��#�������
thoughts here?
&�����������!��
����������
though the person writing it is 
���������	��	�	���
What sentence here really 
���������	�������������
������
������������	��	�	����

Writers can use 
words to paint 
a picture for the 
reader.
6������������
What things were 
�	������
�����	��������	����	�����������
�	��z���z��	�����������
Turn to WRITING REVIEW on 
page 17.

Monday

Good news. I'm in the soccer team. 

Bad news. Mrs Maloney is the 

coach. What does she know 

about soccer? I bet we are the 

only team in the world with a 

woman like Mrs Maloney for a 

coach. That's really embarrassing! 

Toni says Mrs Maloney's OK, but 

I'm not so sure. She drives an 

orange car that blows out  black 

smoke. And she has her hair 

spiked up like a porcupine.

   Simile
���	�����	��

!��
����:�
things using

like or as

WRITERS 
TOOL BOX

Today I talked on the phone to 

a man called Jones who I know 

sells rhino horns. I told him I 

wanted to buy a black rhino horn 

because I needed some money.

I don’t like pretending to be a 

criminal and I feel terrible that 

another rhino could be killed 

for its horns. But it is probably 

the only way we will catch people 

like Jones.

Jones and other people like him 

might make a lot of money selling 

rhino horns but if they are caught 

they could spend a long time in jail. 

How stupid is that!

5 June

2 3

PREVIEW/
VIEW
Look at the top photograph.  
Which person do you think 
is the detective? Why do you 
think that? Look at the photo 
of the rhino. The rhino horn 
is worth a lot of money. 
People use the horn to make 
medicine. Why do you think 
this is not good? Why do you 
think the doodles are there?
Read the page to yourself. 
Who is telling the story? Who 
�	��	�������������
������
Were there any words you 
���������	
������������	��
or how to say? What clues 
can you use to work out the 
meaning of a word you do 
not know? 
Clarify – criminal, pretending.

How was this detective 
pretending to be a criminal? 
�����	��	������������	������
like pretending to be a 
criminal? How do you know 
�����
�����	��!������������!�����
rhino killed? Find the words 
that make you know this.
Continue on PREVIEW/VIEW 
to page 17.

WRITING 
REVIEW
A diary records thoughts 
and feelings. What are some 
	��������������������	������
here?
A diary can be written as 
though the person writing it 
is talking to someone. Which 
sentences on this page make 
it seem like the writer is 
talking to someone? 
Turn to WRITING REVIEW on 
page 7.

WRITERS 
TOOL BOX

Diary

Turquoise — Gold (RR 15-22)

with the opinions expressed. Students are also prompted to agree or disagree with the opinions 
expressed and to justify their opinion.

Persuasive Argument

Chihuahuas are not like other 
dogs. They love getting dressed 
up. They don’t make a fuss 
about putting on a dress.
They love having their hair done 
with bright ribbons and going 
out in handbags.

In my opinion, Chihuahuas are 
not like other dogs. They don’t 
like rolling in mud or chasing 
after cats.

I think Chihuahuas can be 
dressed up like people if they 
want to.  They are not harming 
anyone.

– Nadia Lopez

Yes

Some people say Chihuahuas like being carried 
around in bags and dressed up like kids. 
They say Chihuahuas are not like other dogs.

Chihuahuas are NOT like 
other dogs

6 7

PREVIEW/
VIEW
Read the heading.
What do you think an 
argument for this might 
be?
Read the page to yourself. 
Were there any words you 
���������	
������������
of or how to say? 
Clarify – harming.
Who has ever dressed up 
a dog? Why? What did the 
dog do? 
What were the reasons 
given for dressing 
Chihuahuas like people?
Which of these were facts? 
Which were opinions?
Which of these 
reasons do you 
think is the best 
one?
Why do you think that?
Do you agree with Nadia? 
Why? Why not?
Continue on PREVIEW/VIEW 
to page 17.

READING 
REVIEW

How do you know it is a 
noun, verb or an adjective?
Turn to READING REVIEW 
on page 11.

Find the –
verbs
nouns

an adjective

I think people can change best 

friends. You might meet new kids 

who you think are really fun.

If Jen's family are rich, she'll always 

have the latest of everything. They 

will be doing exciting things that your 

family might not be able to afford. You 

may even be able to go on exciting 

holidays with her one day. 

Spending time with a new friend 

doesn't mean you have to lose your old 

ones. You can still see Nicole. A good 

friend will understand if you have other 

friends too. And Jen must really like 

you if she invites you to her house. 

- Freda

Choosing Between Friends

Nicole is my best friend, but this new girl, Jen, invites me to her place 
all the time. She’s got a swimming pool and all the latest cool games.
Should I change best friends?

6 7

PREVIEW/
VIEW
Look at the illustration. 
What do you think this 
argument could be 
about? What do you 
think the illustrator has 
��4�����������
The girl with the speech 
bubble is talking about a 
problem. Read the heading
What do you think the 
opinion might be about?
Have you ever had to 
choose between friends? 
Why? What happened? What 
do you think could be some
reasons people may have to
choose between friends?
Read the page. Were there 
����
	�����	�����������	
�
the meaning of or how to 
say? 
Clarify - �����������
��
����
Did you agree with any of 
these reasons for changing
friends? Which ones? Did 
you disagree with any? 
Which ones?
Which of these reasons 
are facts and which are 
opinions?
Would you like to have 
Freda as a friend? Why? 
Why not?
Continue on PREVIEW/VIEW
to page 17.

READING
REVIEW

How do you know it is a 
noun, verb or an adjective?
Turn to READING
REVIEW on page 15.

Find – 
an adjective

a verb
a noun

Persuasive texts in Key Links are models that present one or more points-of-view. 

These texts provide examples of:

Persuasive Texts
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Explanation

Personal Narrative

Description

Report

OpinionDiary

Narrative

Narrative Personal Narrative

Description Diary Opinion

Report

Explanation

Da
d’s PlaceDa
d’s Place

Written by Jill Eggleton
Illustrated by Raymond McGrath

Narrative ReportPersonal Narrative

DescriptionExplanation OpinionDiary
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FAL: 978-0-7021-9211-1

HL:  978-0-7021-9121-3

Word Pictures

FAL: 978-0-7021-9214-2

HL: 978-0-7021-9124-4

Dad’s Place

FAL: 978-0-7021-9203-6

HL:  978-0-7021-9113-8

The People of Hickory Street

FAL:978-0-7021-9209-8

HL:  978-0-7021-9119-0

The Hoatzin Bird

FAL: 978-0-7021-9206-7

HL:  978-0-7021-9116-9

A Sneak Peak into Dylan’s Diary

FAL: 978-0-7021-9212-8 

HL:  978-0-7021-9122-0

Different Villages

FAL: 978-0-7021-9204-3

HL:  978-0-7021-9114-5

Views on the News 

FAL: 978-0-7021-9213-5

HL:   978-0-7021-9123-7
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Narrative

Explanation

Personal Narrative

Description

Report

OpinionDiary

Key Links

Key Links develops learners' language, literature and literacy strategies and skills

Key Links

A Possum in the House

978-0-7021-9086-5

Green Feathers

978-0-7021-9087-2

A Job for Suzee Sing 

978-0-7021-9088-9

Eddy’s Boots

978-0-7021-9089-6

Harpy Eagle Chick

978-0-7021-9090-2 

Different Plants 

978-0-7021-9091-9

Rubbish in the River 

978-0-7021-9092-6

Robot Lander on Mars 

978-0-7021-9093-3 

14

Uncle Al and the  

Soccer Game  

978-0-7021-9158-9

Robot RG9 

Takes Over

978-0-7021-9159-6  

Battle in the 

Deep Sea

978-0-7021-9160-2

Lucky Water

 Buffalo Calf 

978-0-7021-9115-2

Different or 

the Same

978-0-7021-9161-9 

The Stars Above

978-0-7021-9162-6 

The Storyteller 

978-0-7021-9125-1

A Suit for 

Spacewalking

978-0-7021-9170-1

The Flying Panini

978-0-7021-9166-4

Climbing a

 Rock Wall

978-0-7021-9164-0

No Worries

978-0-7021-9168-8 

What’s That?

978-0-7021-9127-5

The Bedroom Swing

978-0-7021-9163-3 

Who’s Who?

978-0-7021-9171-8 

The Griffi n Vulture

978-0-7021-9167-1 

A Sneak Peek into 

Abigail’s Diary

978-0-7021-9169-5

The Dingo Fence 

978-0-7021-9165-7

Yes, No or Maybe So

978-0-7021-9172-5



 

Key
 Links
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Grade 1

Grade 3

Grade 5

Grade 6Gold

Orange

Purple

Green

Magenta

 

Yellow 

Turquoise



www.juta.co.za

WESTERN CAPE, EASTERN CAPE 
AND NORTHERN CAPE
Zambi Grimston 
Sales Consultant  
Tel: 021 659 2580
Fax: 021 659 2662
Cell: 073 421 6238
Email: zgrimston@juta.co.za

KWA-ZULU NATAL AND EASTERN CAPE 
Tami King  
Sales Consultant  
Tel: 087 820 5889
Fax: 086 269 7660
Cell: 083 215 6742
Email: tking@juta.co.za 

REGIONAL SALES CONSULTANTS
For more information, please contact your Regional Sales Consultant:

GAUTENG, LIMPOPO, MPUMALANGA, 
NORTH WEST AND FREE STATE
Michael Ntuli 
Sales Consultant  
Tel: 011 217 7200
Fax: 011 883 6825
Cell: 073 185 2020
Email: mntuli@juta.co.za

GAUTENG 
Pieter Smith
Sales Consultant  
Tel: 011 217 7200
Fax: 011 883 8465
Cell: 083 283 7055
Email: psmith@juta.co.za

Key
 Links


