BOOK REVIEW

Bail – A Practitioner’s Guide

By John van der Berg (Juta & Co Ltd) www.jutalaw.co.za
This is the Third Edition of the leading textbook on the law and practice of bail in criminal proceedings. The author, John van der Berg, BA LLB, LLM (cum laude), is an experienced advocate practicing at the Cape Bar, and an authority on this aspect of procedural law. He discusses past and current bail law, including the input of the Constitution, and sets out the most important bail procedures step by step in a clear, concise and easily accessible format.

The well organised chapters include expert analysis on the nature and purpose of bail, the presumption of innocence, the right to bail, the issues in bail hearings, bail conditions, cancellation of bail, alternatives to bail, appeals and reviews. There are extracts from the relevant legislation, extensive excerpts from decided cases, as well as helpful translations into English from some important Afrikaans judgments. The author also deals with bail and the rights of children, bail in extradition proceedings and in military tribunals.

So important for the utility of a tool of trade for practitioners and judicial officers alike, the table of contents, index, bibliography and schedule of case references are all meticulously arranged.

The importance of the effective implementation of a comprehensive system of bail cannot be overemphasised. Balancing the rights of the accused with the interests of the public and the demands of justice is vital to the safety and security of a society grappling with the twin spectres of crime and corruption. The author and publisher Juta are to be commended for this valuable contribution to that challenge.
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